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1) The amendment filed 11/23/2006 is acknowledged. New claim 6 
has been added. 

2) Claims 2-6 are allowed. 

The apparatus for detecting an external optical disk drive 1 s 
open/closed status, comprising an upper housing a cover disposed 
above the upper housing wherein a convex portion is disposed at the 
front edge of cover with a hook hole therein, a solenoid valve sub- 
assembly, fixed under the bottom face of the upper housing, a 
solenoid valve base includes a body, a connection part disposed on a 
side of the body and a spring support disposed on the other 
side of the body, wherein a space is located between the connection 
part and the spring support, a solenoid valve fixed at the bottom of 
the solenoid valve base, a hook device engaged with the connection 
part of the solenoid valve base, a torsion spring, disposed at the 
spring support of the solenoid valve base, an elastic plate, 
disposed within the space of the solenoid valve base, a lower 
housing, with a motherboard disposed thereon, combined in assembly 
with the upper housing to contain and protect the motherboard and 
the solenoid sub-assembly therein, and two wires wherein one end of 
each wire is connected to the torsion spring and the elastic plate 
respectively and the other end is electrically connected to the 
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motherboard, wherein, when the cover is closed, the convex portion 
located at the front edge of the cover presses on the torsion 
spring, and the torsion spring contacts the elastic plate, resulting 
in an electrically conductive state, when the cover is opened, the 
torsion spring is released and the torsion spring disengages from 
the elastic plate disconnecting the circuit, as recited in the 
independent claims, are not found or suggested in the prior art of 
record. 

3) The prior art made of record and not relied. upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

4) Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TAN XUAN DINH 
whose telephone number is (571)272-7586. The examiner can normally be 
reached on MONDAY to FRIDAY from 8:00AM to 5:30PM. 

The FAX phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system . Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either 
Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
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information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov/ . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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